
 
Lakeway Elementary PTO 

General Meeting – Minutes 
February 5, 2015 !!!!!!

Attendees:  Tami Gonzales, Shauna Sitra, Susan Haley, Vanessa Malone, Sam Hicks, 
Cynthia Pittenger, Jill Mancino, Jamie Imber, Emily Anderson, Sonja Talbot, Tracy 
Gray, Jean Hanson, Ajay Ailawadhi, Jennifer Smets, Richard Parker, Isla McArthur, 
Nicki McGurran, Kristine Cheren, Alison Watters, Krista Hester, Kate Sheddan, Zahra 
Durrani, Lori Nines, Aubereen Meakery, Elisa Livingston, Courtney Chadwick, Sheri 
Papacharalambous, Christine Mager, Shelly Wyrzykowski, Alexandra David, Danny 
Waxler, Tammy Waxler, Erin Kelbaugh, Jenni Oaks, Josi Bogdon, Shailagh Clarke, 
Stephanie Bell, Kranthi Kovoor, Andrea Consentino, Theresa Willcox, Cara Schumacher !!
I. Call to Order  !
Tami Gonzalez called the meeting to order at 1:03 PM.   !
II. Consent Agenda !
The meeting minutes from January 8, 2015 were presented for review.  Jamie Imber 
made a motion to approve the minutes and Emily Anderson seconded.  The motion 
carries. !
III. Guest Presentation: Stephanie Winfrey !

A. Stephanie Winfrey discussed preparation for the STARR Test.  Her presentation 
is available on the PTO website. 

B. Question and Answer Session: 
1. TEA Website (link in the presentation) will have sample questions. 
2. STARR Test has 4 hour time limit. 
3. Kids who finish early will not be allowed to read or do anything else.  This is 

a state of Texas rule. 
4. STARR Test must be passed in 5th and 8th grade to graduate to the next 

grade.  Results are also used by the state to rate the campus. 
a) Individuals have goals as well as the campus. 
b) Results do not impact report cards. 

5. Mr. Hicks noted that it is his goal for every child to pass at the advanced 
level. 

6. Dissemination of results:  The parents of those children who will need to 
retake the test will be notified first.  Then everyone else will be notified of 
their child’s results.  Typically LWE has a 97% - 98% pass rate. 
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7. Preparation outside of school:  Mr. Hicks said that the students have been 
preparing since Kindergarten, so unless your teacher asks you to do 
something extra, there is no expectation for extra preparation.   
a) However, he stated that on weekends and during the summer parents 

could have their kids to do Raz Kids, Lexia and Think through Math. 
b) Mr. Hicks also noted that tutoring is not for the weak.  Tutor to your 

child’s strengths, too.  
c) The goal for homework in elementary is to get kids used to heavy load of 

homework in high school. 
8. Ms. Winfrey stated that results will be available before the end of the 

school year.  Results have gone home in report cards in the past. 
9. Math test is brand new this year.  5th graders will pass to 6th regardless of 

math score. !!
IV. Teacher Report !

A. Fab Friday comment:  Thanks to Denise Cridler!  We would like to personally 
thank the woman who stood all day and made us hamburgers!  She was a 
regular Burger King (Queen): Hold the pickles, hold the lettuce, special orders 
didn’t upset her.  All she asked is that we let her serve us our way… 

B. First grade performance, “We’ve Got Heart”, is Tuesday, February 10 during 
assembly. 

C. 3rd grade musical, “It’s a Jungle Out There!”, will be on March 23rd. 
D. Thank you to Bristelle McCullough for organizing the Lego Movie.  It was such a 

great idea and memory for the kids. 
E. We had the Geo Bee on Wednesday, February 4 and the winner was Bella Rios. 
F. Class pictures will be taken on February 25th. 
G. Mrs. Larrew wanted to share the reading program stats (see attached).  There 

were 418 participants this year.  We’ve started the Six Flags Read to Success 
Program where the kids need to log 360 minutes to get a free admission to Six 
Flags. 

H. Kindergarten is celebrating the 100th day today, February 5. 
I. Kindergarten had a great time on it’s field trip to the Thinkery in January.  

Thank you for providing busses! 
J. First grade is doing it’s 101st day celebration on Friday, February 6. 
K. First grade going to Brookdale Senior Living to sing and hand out Valentines to 

the residents on Wednesday, February 11! 
L. 4th grade is taking writing CBAs Monday and Tuesday, February 9 and 10. !!

V. Principal’s Report !
A. We are about to spend a lot of money!  Teachers have a deadline for the 

budget PTO creates, and they have to get in their requests today! 
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B. Mr. Hicks noted that we are about to start a stressful time of the year for 
teachers.  He mentioned that one of the things that you can do for teachers is 
to send them a nice email.  Send the email to teachers, teaching assistants, 
etc. and copy Mr. Hicks.   
1. LT Board recognizes teachers quarterly with a "High Five Award”.  Mr. Hicks 

will forward your email to the district so your teacher can be considered for 
this award. 

C. Geo Bee was a big success!   
D. Mr. Hicks stated that the Chrome Books that PTO has purchased should be here 

today or are on their way! 
E. Mr. Hicks said that we are blessed to be at LWE!  He loves his job, parents, 

teachers and students! !
VI. Financial Report !

A. Jamie Imber discussed the budget and the profit/loss statement that was 
passed out. 
1. Sales Tax:  Paid in the amount of $1,230.08. 
2. Chrome Books:  Paid in the amount of $7,921.25. 
3. Randalls: Income of $1,135.01. 
4. Spirit Wear: Income of $210.00. 

B. Amazon Smile - information coming in the next week or two. 
C. Wish Lists: 

1. K-5th G Scholastic News: $3,847.70.  Paid in beginning of next year.  Alison 
Watters made a motion to approve and Tami Gonzalez seconded the 
motion. The motion carries. 

2. Mr. Hicks Chrome Charging Storage Cases (1): $659.84.  Emily Anderson 
made a motion to approve and Lori Nines seconded the motion. The motion 
carries.   

3. Cesar - Lifter/Mover & Lift Attachment:  $379.42.  The PTO will research 
and try to get it an inexpensively as possible.  Richard Parker offered to 
donate something similar that he owns.  PTO decided to vote on the 
requested expense now and then determine if Richard’s equipment will 
work.  Courtney Chadwick made a motion to approve and Jill Mancino 
seconded the motion. The motion carries.  

4. 2nd G George Washington Carver books (75):  $359.25.  Courtney Chadwick 
made a motion to approve and Alison Watters seconded the motion. The 
motion carries.  

5. 3rd G Rug for Schwartz (1):  $294.97.  Jamie Imber stated that she is going 
to try to get the shipping expense reduced.  Mr. Hicks stated that the rugs 
in the classrooms are not for aesthetics, they are for the comfort of the 
children as they spend time on the floor.  Sonja Talbot made a motion to 
approve and Tami Gonzalez seconded the motion. The motion carries.  

6. 3rd G Rug for Rockenstein (1):  $85.00.  Sonja Talbot made a motion to 
approve and Alison Watters seconded the motion. The motion carries.  
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7. 3rd G clip board stands (4):  $380.00.   Lori Nines made a motion to approve 
and Susan Haley seconded the motion. The motion carries.  

8. 3rd G Science Materials - Land form cookies:  $30.06.  Elisa Livingston made 
a motion to approve and Emily Anderson seconded the motion. The motion 
carries.  

9. 4th G Protractors, Clipboards & Painter's Tape for math:  $300.58.  Jamie 
Imber stated that she is going to try to help them find better prices.  Lori 
Nines made a motion to approve and Alison Watters seconded the motion. 
The motion carries.  

10. 4th G Magnetic Write & Wipe Adjustable Easel (1):  $171.50.  Sonja Talbot 
made a motion to approve and Courtney Chadwick seconded the motion. 
The motion carries.  

11. 4th G Privacy Shields, Chair Pockets, Resource Folders (24 each):  $306.12.  
Tami Gonzalez made a motion to approve and Jill Mancino seconded the 
motion. The motion carries.  

12. 5th G Math Warm-ups/STAAR Prep:  $590.00.  Courtney Chadwick made a 
motion to approve and Elisa Livingston seconded the motion. The motion 
carries.  

13. 5th G Budget approval to purchase Mother's Day Tea Supplies:  $500.00.  
This is a request to spend against their budget.  Emily Anderson made a 
motion to approve and Tami Gonzalez seconded the motion. The motion 
carries.  

14. 5th G Buzzers/Motors/Electrical Circuits:  $71.22.  Courtney Chadwick 
made a motion to approve and Elisa Livingston seconded the motion. The 
motion carries.  

15. 5th G Owl Pellets/Butterfly Larvae:  $473.56.  Jamie Imber made a motion 
to approve and Shauna Sitra seconded the motion. The motion carries.  

16. Library "Arthur" DVDs to replace obsolete VHS tapes:  $93.73.  Jill Mancino 
made a motion to approve and Susan Haley seconded the motion. The 
motion carries.  

17. Music requests approval to purchase instruments at TMEA Convention:  
$500.00  This is a request to spend against their budget.  Courtney 
Chadwick made a motion to approve and Lori Nines seconded the motion. 
The motion carries.  

18. Music requested assorted music materials from Music in Motion:  $453.79.  
Alison Watters made a motion to approve and Lori Nines seconded the 
motion. The motion carries.  

19. Art requested canvases and paint for 5th grade project:  $976.43.  Emily 
Anderson made a motion to approve and Jill Mancino seconded the motion. 
The motion carries.  

20. Art requested clay and glazes for 4th grade art project:  $219.95.  Courtney 
Chadwick made a motion to approve and Sonja Talbot seconded the motion. 
The motion carries.  
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21. 4th G Field Trip Buses to Symphony in May:  625.00.  Courtney Chadwick 
made a motion to approve and Susan Haley seconded the motion. The 
motion carries.  

22. IST Headphones (12):  $327.17.  PTO is going to work on prices.  Tami 
Gonzalez made a motion to approve and Shauna Sitra seconded the motion. 
The motion carries.  

23. IST Reading Intervention/Dyslexia Materials:  $206.27.  Richard Parker made 
a motion to approve and Christine Mager seconded the motion. The motion 
carries.  

24. Stephanie Winfrey requested an Anti-bullying Assembly:  $1,000.00.  Mr. 
Hicks stated that LWE will do this program in conjunction with Lake Pointe 
Elementary.  Courtney Chadwick made a motion to approve and Sonja 
Talbot seconded the motion. The motion carries.  !

VII.Committee Updates:  !
A. Elisa Livingston -Nominating Committee: The PTO Nominating Committee is 

looking for parents who are interested in serving on the PTO board next fall 
and spring.   
1. There is no run-off, but she encouraged people who are interested in 

coming on board to let the Nominating Committee know.   
2. Elisa stated that she is happy to tell you where we have openings.   
3. Also, there are lots of committee openings you can help with!   
4. Contact Elisa Livingston, Kim Calbert or Suzy Aubert. 

B. Shauna Sitra - Mustang Derby: 
1. The event will be held at Flintrock Falls and will feature a live band! 
2. Shauna asked that all PTO members consider contacting people for 

sponsorships and/or items for the silent auction. 
3. Shauna also noted that she will be needing volunteers. 
4. The event will be a casual cocktail party.  It will be a little bit dressed down 

from last year.  The PTO wants to encourage as many parents as possible to 
attend! 

5. Shauna stated that the committee is going to try to keep prices to $55-$60 
limit.  She is currently working on menus, etc., that will impact the price.  

C. Jamie Imber - By-Laws:   
1. Jamie stated that there are some antiquated rules, missing information, 

etc. so the board is updating the PTO By-Laws. 
2. The revision will primarily be to board roles and responsibilities. 
3. We will also be adding language about board and PTO liability, insurance, 

and contracts, and a new section on finances. 
4. The revised By-Laws will be posted online.  PTO members can review the 

changes and email comments to the board and we will address them.   
5. We will vote to accept the revisions one month from today at next general 

meeting (March 5, 2015). 
D. Jill Mancino - School Supplies: 
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1. After reviewing potential new vendors, the PTO decided to stay with EPI, 
which we have used in the past. 

2. Teachers have started their lists.  They have been asked to fine tune the 
lists in terms of brands, etc.   

3. The list has been sent to EPI and they are working on getting us a quote. 
4. Major changes from last year: Ordering will be online only and we will be 

able to order through the summer.  If ordered during summer you will have 
to pay the shipping charge and the supplies will be delivered to your home. 

5. PTO doesn't make money on school supplies. 
6. At meet the teacher night supplies will be on each student’s desk or in their 

cubby.  Teachers will have a list of who ordered from EPI.  Parents can clear 
up issues directly with EPI.  PTO will not have to be involved in these issues 
next year! 

E. Emily Anderson - Ultimate Recess: 
1. Emily informed us that after 7 years, Ultimate Recess is back!  It will be 

held in May after STARR testing, during specials time. 
2. All of each grade will be outside together. 
3. The event will include inflatables, obstacle course, etc. 
4. Hopefully Ultimate Recess will include the opening of the Gaga pit.  Student 

council is working on it! 
5. Going to be a lot of fun! 

F. Emily Anderson - Volunteer of the Month:  Brie Marek! 
G. Tami Gonzalez - Outdoor Classroom Update: 

1. The contractors were not able to begin work on the planter due to the rain.  
2. Work should begin this week or next week.  Rocks have been delivered. !!

VIII.   Adjournment: !
Tami Gonzalez adjourned the meeting at 2:19 PM. 
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